
POWCampaign Ltd.
PO Box 224

Cranleigh
GU6 9DH

13 October 2017

Waverley Borough Council
Council Offices
The Burys
Godalming
GU7 1HR

For the attention of Graham Parrott

Dear Graham,

Waverley Local Plan Part 1 – Consultation

This letter and appendices comprise the Protect Our Waverley (POW) Campaign’s formal 
response to the LPP1 Consultation.  POW has paid close attention to the requirements made by 
the Inspector at the Examination Hearings, set against the Main Modifications (MMs) being 
submitted by Waverley Borough Council (WBC). POW's conclusion on several grounds set out in 
this letter, is that the Local Plan as proposed remains unsound, and that it should be rejected by 
the Inspector or the Examination re-opened.  

The consultation on a Plan which relies so heavily on one strategic site (Dunsfold Aerodrome (DA))
is clearly premature in that the outcome of the Call In Inquiry for DA isn't yet known, yet Policies 
SS7 and SS7A are included in the consultation without any alternative offered should the 
application be rejected. The new Policy SS7A, intended to answer a key requirement of the 
Inspector for the Council to take control of the design process, fails to do so, as explained in 
Appendix 2. POW’s offer to engage with the Council in developing this policy (Appendix 4) 
received no reply. POW concludes that, on this basis alone the Plan must be considered to remain 
unsound.  

Further, POW notes that WBC has chosen to accept the Inspector’s objectively assessed number 
(OAN), at 590, rather than make a serious and, POW believes, justifiable challenge to it. See 
POW's open letter on this subject at Appendix 5.  Inspector Bore, in the Examination in Public 
(EiP), stated that “Waverley is the least constrained borough in the Housing Market Area (HMA)” 
on a number of occasions and particularly when discussing the allocation of 50% of Woking's 
unmet need.
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This is now shown to be incorrect in the Government's latest consultation on housing - ‘Planning 
for the right homes in the right places’ - where Waverley and Woking have the same amount of 
green belt, at 64% and 63% respectively. But this ignores the fact that Woking doesn't have the 
additional constraints of the AONB, the number of SSSIs and the added issue of the Thames Basin
SPA.  In addition CPRE have commissioned a report into the OAN, submitted to you separately by 
CPRE as part of the LPP1 consultation, which supports the above argument that the OAN is too 
high, that there are sound reasons why the OAN should be significantly lower and that WBC 
should have robustly challenged it.

POW also has concerns about the revised housing allocation and the Sustainability Appraisal 
Report Addendum (SA-RA) published in September 2017.  The new housing requirement over the 
19 years amounts to 11,210 which is 1,141 over Waverley Borough’s capacity according to 
Appendix D of the submitted Plan.  There is no logical or believable explanation of how this 
“capacity” has been increased in the SA-RA.  In fact the SA-RA doesn't appear to take any heed of
the Sustainability Appraisal (SA), published in August 2016 and submitted with the Local Plan, 
particularly in regard to the allocation to the villages.  At this point the SA has to be assumed to be 
a substantive and well researched document and if the SA-RA is to deviate from its findings then 
there should be a proper reasoned approach as to why this is now, only one year later, not valid; 
the SA-RA doesn't even go near any reasoned approach as why the SA should now be 
disregarded.  Nor has the highways impact of this significant increase in houses, and therefore 
traffic, been assessed. See Appendix 1 for a detailed analysis.

Notwithstanding WBC's acceptance of the revised OAN the allocation of the additional houses to 
existing settlements raises the serious question as to why this wasn't done in the first place rather 
than allocating 2,600 houses to the least sustainable site in Surrey, let alone Waverley Borough.

Cranleigh and the Eastern Villages in Waverley still have over 40% of the housing allocation with 
no serious attempt at infrastructure improvement, despite many representations against this ill-
advised approach to housing development in the Borough. POW comments on infrastructure in 
Appendix 3.

In summary: the Plan remains unsound because

 It includes the development of Dunsfold Aerodrome, which is unsustainable despite the 
amendments to SS7 and the addition of SS7A

 It proposes a further 1,344 homes, the evidence for the sustainability of which is completely
inadequate 

 It proposes putting over 40% of the new houses in the south-east of the Borough when the 
need is in the north-west, contrary to Government policy that houses should be built where 
they are needed.
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It is interesting to note that, of all the Modifications to the Plan that have been proposed, none of 
those put forward by the Joint Parish Councils (JPC) or POW have been accepted by WBC.  This 
compares to 22 put forward by Developers, 16 by other elected bodies, 75 by WBC itself, and 136 
by other organisations. We believe this poses serious questions about the bias and lack of balance
demonstrated by WBC when it considered possible improvements to make the draft Plan sound 
and fair for everyone that it affects.

Yours sincerely,

Bob Lees
Chairman
POWCampaign Ltd on behalf of the PROTECT OUR WAVERLEY (POW) Campaign

cc Cllr Kevin Deanus
Cllr John Gray
Cllr Julia Potts
Cllr Brian Adams
Tom Horwood, Interim Managing Director, Waverley Borough Council
Elizabeth Sims, Head of Planning, Waverley Borough Council
Anne Milton, MP
Jeremy Hunt, MP
Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government

Attachments:
Appendix 1 – LPP1 Consultation Response to MM3 and MM4 (OAN and Sustainability)
Appendix 2 – LPP1 Consultation Response to MM22 and MM23 (SS7 and SS7A)
Appendix 3 – LPP1 Consultation Response (General)
Appendix 4 – Letter to G Parrott WBC dated 29 August 2017
Appendix 5 – POW open letter on OAN
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