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29 August 2017

Waverley Borough Council
Council Offices
The Burys
Godalming
GU7 1HR

For the attention of Graham Parrott

Dear Graham,

Waverley Local Plan Part 1 – Drafting of Policy SS7A

We are aware that you and your colleagues are currently following the advice from the Local Plan 
Inspector, Jonathan Bore, to make changes to several aspects of the Draft Local Plan before it can
be judged ‘sound’. We noted with interest that Inspector Bore raised serious concerns about the 
design of the development being proposed. In the Officers’ report to the Special Executive meeting
held on 22nd August, reference is made in para 18 to ‘… officers [are] still working on the wording of
the proposed new Policy SS7A, which relates to the design strategy for Dunsfold Aerodrome’.

Given the ongoing work on SS7A we thought it might be helpful if we reiterated some of the issues 
we believe Inspector Bore was looking for in the revised policy.  Above all, of course, Inspector 
Bore wanted Waverley to take more control of the design and masterplanning process, and Policy 
SS7A must demonstrate how you propose to achieve that. For example this could include;

 Urban (new town) design principles; for example Garden City Principles (TCPA 2017). This 
ties in with your proposed modification to para 5.22 (page 5-5) and is consistent with NPPF.
Mr Bore noted that Garden City Principles includes Land Value Capture (remarking that 
landowners may not support this, but none the less we believe it merits consideration by 
the Council)

 The Planning Authority taking control of the Masterplan, (we take this to include zoning, 
phasing, protection of green space etc.)

 How movement patterns will be managed to maximise sustainable transport options, and 
issues such as penetration by vehicles into the residential community

 What features of the local village vernacular architecture will need to be reflected in the 
layout, streets and spaces – and how to prevent the development becoming a series of 
‘anywhere’ estates

By extension, and based on discussions that took place at the EiP, we believe that the Inspector 
will also be interested in

 Delivery scheduling, management and governance (we believe this needs to be strongly 
owned by the Planning Authority, not left up to the landowner/developer)

 What design standards will be prescribed as acceptable by the Planning Authority in terms 
of building scale, height and densities 
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 Exactly what heritage assets will be protected and celebrated and how (i.e. providing 
further detail to your proposed modification to Policy SS7)

In addition, and as an overriding point, Mr Bore made a strong case for all future stages of the 
planning and design process to be characterised by close engagement with the local community. 
He stated this should be from the earliest stages onwards. He said the planning process does not 
necessarily achieve this, and we believe he may have been referring to the growing body of ‘best 
practice’ from around the UK on the successful involvement of local communities in making plans 
for new settlements. We were encouraged by the statement made on Day 6 of the EiP by Mr. 
Adams (Deloitte, representing WBC) committing the Council to stronger placemaking, and long 
term community involvement in the design at each phase. He also noted the vital link between 
actual growth in employment and the housing provided, as well as protection for aspects of the site
long-term.

As things move forward on your Plan, and whatever the outcome of the recent Inquiry, we want to 
reiterate that we want very much to play a positive part in the design consultation process, and 
look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

Bob Lees
Chairman
POWCampaign Ltd on behalf of the PROTECT OUR WAVERLEY (POW) Campaign

cc  Cllr Julia Potts
Cllr Brian Adams
Cllr Kevin Deanus
Cllr John Gray
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